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About this document 
 
An illustrated Business Directory published in 
1897. It includes information about the history of 
the town and many of the local businesses 
existing at that time. The text is supplemented by 
a variety of interesting photographs, a number of 
them attributed to local photographer Thomas 
Ball.  
 
My thanks are due to Jeff Higgott for allowing 
me to copy this directory. 
 
Bob Millward   January 2014 
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Appendix

This booklet was not dated by the publishers W. T. Pike & Co. However, information contained on
pages 17 and 18 lead us to the conclusion that it was published sometime in 1897 around February.

Three line beneath the picture on page 17 it states that the Excelsior Works was first registered as a
company in August 1896.  Then on page 18, seven lines up from the bottom of the first paragraph,
it states, in the present tense) that the cycle company  "….. has only been established some six
months"  i.e.  about six months after August 1896.

Bob Millward 4 February 2014


