
Thomas Pensotti's
'Coronation'

Album



Description and Background

This album (page size 220mm x 170mm, cover size 230mm x 180mm) is concerned with information about
a Dinner 'to The Aged' arranged to celebrate the Coronation of King Edward VII in 1902. Although
Principally related to the arrangements for the St John's Ward of Kidderminster, it should be noted that other
similar Dinners were held in the five other Wards.  It is also relevant to note that the Coronation for Edward
VII, initially planned for the 26th June 1902, was postponed until 9th August 1902 because Edward was taken
ill and required surgery.  The Coronation Dinner held in the St John's Institute was rearranged from the 27th

June to the 28th June because of the Coronation postponement.

The Album was presented to Alderman Thomas Pensotti on 4th July 1902 as recognition of his services to the
Coronation Dinner Project. At the time it included: minutes of the Committee meetings, printed memorabilia
including the Dinner menu, admission tickets etc, photographs, and the name and age of each person (over
the age of 65) invited to the Dinner.

Later, Pensotti added to the album details of a Dinner  'to The Aged' to commemorate the Coronation of
George V in 1911. Many of the pages in the album have been decorated by hand some probably prior to the
presentation to Pensotti. Other pictures and items were added later and are not always in sequential date
order. Enigmatically, two additions at the very end of the album are two invitation cards to the 1902
Coronation Dinner. The first is the original invitation to the Dinner and the second the notice of the
postponement and rearranged date. The album seems to have been made available in the 1920s to the more
artistic children of several Junior and Infant schools in Kidderminster.

Pensotti gave the album to his housekeeper Rose Hopkins who later passed it on to her niece Margaret Day
(nèe Hopkins). We are grateful to Margaret for allowing this treasured album to be copied and shared freely,
thus enhancing our understanding of past life in Kidderminster in very different times.

In this copy of the album the photographs, drawing and paintings have been reproduced as faithfully as
possible and are of similar size to the original contents.  Handwritten and typed Minutes are generally
presented as transcriptions of the originals in order to be efficient with computer storage.

Bob Millward December 2013

Alderman Thomas Pensotti in his back garden in Leswell Lane
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